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The sizes of the outflow channels 

indicate that there was once a great deal 

of water present on the surface of Mars.  

While some of it has frozen out into the 

northern residual ice cap, the majority of 

the water is trapped just below the 

surface in permafrost.   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Soil composition on Mars.  NASA/JPL. 
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