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Project Overview

In 1999 Texas legislation was passed requiring
the commissioner of education to conduct a
study to determine the need to expand the

assessment system for limited English proficient
(LEP) students. Through a process of competitive
bidding, the Texas Education Agency (TEA)
contracted with Beck Evaluation & Testing
Associates, Inc. (BETA) to carry out the activities
needed for the study.

The specific legislative charge for the study is as
follows:

“The commissioner of education shall conduct
a study to determine the need to expand the
assessment system under Subchapter B,
Chapter 39, Education Code, as amended by
this Act, to include the assessment in grades
seven and eight of students whose primary
language is Spanish and other students who are
of limited English proficiency as defined by
Section 29.052, Education Code.” 

During the 1999 legislative session the need for
this study arose from discussions about
appropriate ways to include all LEP students in
the Texas assessment system. Concern was
expressed about the number of students exempted
from the assessment system and the need to lower
this number to better promote the academic
achievement of Texas students. As a result, a bill
was passed that significantly limited exemptions
from the Texas Assessment of Academic Skills
(TAAS) and mandated the administration of
reading proficiency tests in English to all LEP
students. From discussions during the legislative
session, it became clear that the study should
explore whether to add Spanish versions of TAAS
at Grades 7 and 8, given that Spanish versions of
TAAS are currently available only in Grades 3
through 6. The legislation also requires the study
to examine the assessment requirements for LEP
students whose primary language is other than
Spanish. 

The research for this study has therefore revolved
around two main questions: 

1) Should Spanish versions of TAAS be added at
Grades 7 and 8?

2) Should any other changes to the assessment
system be made for Spanish-speaking LEP
students or LEP students with a primary
language other than Spanish?

In considering possible modifications to the
assessment system, the overriding goal has been to
ensure that LEP students are assessed in a manner
that reliably and equitably documents their
capabilities. In this manner, the assessments will
be useful tools for improving both student
learning and the overall effectiveness of Texas
schools so that all students have the fullest
opportunity to prepare themselves to succeed in
their future endeavors.
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